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Industry News | Notes

Manufacturer News 
A U.S. district judge has ruled in favor of Smith & Fong 

Company (San Francisco) in its patent-infringement 

counter-suit with Teragren Bamboo Flooring & Ve-

neers (Bainbridge, Wash.). The dispute arose last year; 

Teragren initially sued Smith & Fong claiming Teragren 

had exclusive rights to strand bamboo products in the 

U.S. and Mexico. Teragren representatives are seeking a 

“reconsideration” of the ruling to address certain patent 

rights they feel were not addressed in the judge’s ruling.

Mannington Wood Floors (Salem, N.J.) has entered an 

agreement in which Elegant Living (Sui An Industrial 

Zone, China) will manufacture hardwood products under 

the Mannington brand name in China; Elegant Living will 

also distribute Mannington’s U.S. flooring products there. 

The products will be co-branded as “Elegant Living-

Mannington.” The products will be phased in throughout 

this year at more than 500 retail locations in China. Also, 

Mannington has named Dennis Hrusa strategic ac-

counts manager for wood and porcelain. Hrusa, a 25-year 

veteran of the floor covering industry, recently worked 

at Muskoka Hardwood Flooring, a division of Tembec 

Industries. 

Joen Ti Industrial International Co. Ltd. (New York 

City) recently opened a Manhattan office at 363 Seventh 

Ave., Suite 2100. For more information on the company’s 

Bonito solid flooring, contact Vice President of Interna-

tional Sales Michael Menashi at 914/661-2459, 212/736-

1567 (fax) or mmenashi@easypaste.com. The company’s 

factory is in Pitou Township, Taiwan.

Superfici America Inc. has moved its operations to Con-

cord, N.C., from Huntersville, N.C. Its new 15,000-square-

foot facility is located at 4715 Corporate Drive, Suite 100. 

The new location has a larger laboratory and service 

center. For more information, call 704/817-1460.

Robina Wood Inc. (Kennesaw, Ga.) has entered a joint 

venture agreement with Penghong Flooring (Dalian, 

China). Penghong will produce Robina’s engineered 

wood flooring lines in accordance with Robina’s Vaelinge 

license.

Ua Wood Floors Inc. (Douilo City, Taiwan) has opened 

a North American distribution center in Lancaster, Pa. The 

center will serve Ua customers in Canada and the United 

States. The center contains more than 350,000 square feet 

of stocking levels.

Junckers Hardwood Inc. has moved its headquarters 

to New York City from Anaheim, Calif. The company 

opened a new warehouse on Long Island, and its Ana-

heim warehouse was relocated to Los Angeles. For 

more information, call 714/600-6887 on the West Coast, 

714/600-6887 on the East Coast or 800/878-9663. 

Manufacturers 
Resort to Layoffs
Armstrong World Industries (Lancaster, Pa.) elimi-

nated about 200 jobs since February at two of its 

wood flooring manufacturing plants in a larger effort to lay 

off about 425 workers by April 10. About 200 people at 

plants in Jackson, Tenn., and West Plains, Mo., were laid 

off in mid-February. As of press time, it was expected that 

another 100 people at a plant in Center, Texas, would be 

laid off April 10, along with 124 workers at a Vicksburg, 

Miss., plant. “The sales volume isn’t there, and to stay vi-

able as a business we must control cost,” said Armstrong’s 

Beth Riley, vice president, corporate communication. Riley 

stressed that the layoffs are indefinite, so employees could 

be recalled if business improves. Meanwhile, Columbia 

Flooring (Danville, Va.) will close its Melbourne, Ark., 

manufacturing plant in May for an “undefined period”; 204 

people will be laid off. A company official blamed the dire 

economy and the company’s need to “align production 

capacity with consumer demand” for the layoffs. Columbia 

is a subsidiary of Mohawk Industries (Dalton, Ga.).

Surfaces Attendance 
Down 30 Percent
In the face of a dire economy, 23,686 people attended 

Surfaces 2009. This figure is down more than 30 percent 

from last year’s 34,540 attendees. About 700 manufacturers 

and suppliers exhibited at this year’s event, held Feb. 2-5 

at the Sands Expo and Convention Center in Las Vegas, 

down from 982 in 2008. Surfaces 2010 will be held at the 

Sands Expo, on Feb. 2-4, before moving to the Mandalay 

Bay in Las Vegas in 2011.

Pollmeier Back to 
Full Production
After a fire destroyed major portions of its manufac-

turing plant last year, Pollmeier Leimholz GmbH 

(Rietberg, Germany) is almost back to full production. The 

company installed a new finishing line and is now install-

ing its flooring production equipment. The company has 

warehouses in Virginia and Oregon, and it sells directly 

to some retailers. For more information, call 503/452-5800 

or visit www.pollmeier-flooring.com. Canadian inquiries 

should be directed to Goodfellow Inc. at www.goodfel-

lowinc.com.
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Boen Hardwood Flooring Inc. (Martinsville, Va.) is 

now selling directly to dealers in Georgia and Florida. 

Custom Wholesale Floors Inc. previously distributed 

Boen’s products in those states. For buying information, 

contact Jim Duffey at jim@boen.com or 303/548-4827.

Greyne Custom Wood Co. has moved its operations to 

Charlotte, N.C., from Baltimore. Its new mailing address 

is: 8520 Crown Crescent Court, Charlotte, NC 28227. The 

company began operations in the 12,600-square foot 

facility in January. Prior to the move it spent more than 

$1 million on renovations, the lion’s share involving the 

implementation of a VOC-free finish application system.

Appalachian Flooring Ltd. (Cowansville, Canada) 

recently hired Frank Austin as its U.S. sales manager. 

Austin has more than 10 years of experience in the hard-

wood flooring industry, most recently having worked as 

a national sales manager at Owens Flooring Company. 

Austin can be reached at 906/241-4795 or franka@appala-

chianflooring.com.

Mullican Flooring (Johnson City, Tenn.) has named 

Edward Hampton national builder manager. Hampton is 

based in Atlanta and will work with builders and general 

contractors to expand and develop new single-family and 

commercial units to include Mullican’s products. Hampton 

previously held several high-ranking managerial positions 

with Pella Southeast, an affiliate of Pella Corporation.

Bozovich Timber Products (Evergreen, Ala.) has named 

Doug Montgomery director of its imported hardwood 

flooring division. Montgomery can be reached at doug@

bozovichtimber.com or 251/227-1897. Also, the company 

has named Jerry Bobo executive of floor sales, who can 

be reached at jerry@bozovichtimber.com or 336/202-8078.

Distributor News
BBOSS Global (Buford, Ga.), a supplier of domestic 

and exotic species from around the world, is seeking 

strategically positioned distribution partners throughout 

North America. For more information, contact Jim Fiore, 

president of U.S. operations, at 770/945.8125 or jlfiore@

bbossglobal.com, or visit the company’s Web site at 

www.bbossglobal.com.

Welco Floor Coverings (Vancouver, Canada) has part-

nered with Lester & Associates (Scottsdale, Ariz.) to 

market its Karelia line of flooring. Welco is the exclusive 

distributor of Karelia Wood Floors for Western North 

America.

Moby Dick Supplies LLC has moved its headquarters 

to Marana, Ariz., from Tucson, Ariz. The company’s new 

mailing address is 6800 North Camino Martin, Suite 130, 

Marana, AZ 85741. The company’s local phone number, 

520/408-1411 and fax number, 520/408-1511, remain the 
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same; however, its toll-free number, 

866/408-1411, is no longer in use.

Erickson’s Flooring & Supply 

Company (Ferndale, Mich.) has 

moved its Indianapolis branch; the 

new address is 8802 Bash St., Suite 

G, Indianapolis, IN 46256-1288. For 

more information, call 866/963-

9663.

Knight Hardwood Flooring Inc. 

(Indian Trail, N.C.) has opened a 

new branch in Raleigh, N.C., at 

1220-115 Corporation Parkway. 

Jeff Auton, formerly of Cherokee 

Wholesalers Inc., is the branch 

manager. Auton can be reached at 

919/291-2426. The branch’s fax num-

ber is 919/250-0189. In addition, the 

company has hired John Collie as 

an outside salesman for dealers and 

contractors in eastern North Carolina. 

Collie has four years’ experience in 

the region. He can be reached at 

252/916-2824.

Dealer/Contractor News
Endurance Floor Co. Inc. has 

moved to West Park, Fla., from 

Miami. Its new mailing address is: 

5838 S.W. 25th St., West Park, FL 

33023. Its phone and fax numbers 

have been changed to 954/966-5188 

and 954/966-9188, respectively. The 

company’s toll-free number, 800/783-

4566, remains the same.

Trade Show News
The International Builders’ Show 

attracted about 60,000 people Jan. 

20-23 in Las Vegas, down from about 

90,000 last year. About 1,600 com-

panies exhibited at the event, down 

from more than 1,900 last year.

Correction
In the “Products” section of the Feb-

ruary/March 2009 issue of Hardwood 

Floors, the Web site for Heritage 

Oak Flooring (Sarcoxie, Mo.) 

should have been www.mid-america-

hardwoods.com.
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Industry News | Products

1

3

2

1 Mullican Flooring’s Muirfield solid hardwood flooring is 

the company’s first prefinished four-sided micro-beveled prod-

uct. The line is available in a variety of widths in Oak Saddle, 

Red Oak Natural, Oak Stirrup, Oak Merlot, Maple Autumn, 

Maple Cappuccino, Hickory Saddle (pictured), Hickory 

Provincial and Hickory Sundance.

www.mullicanflooring.com

2 Bona US’s AmberSeal is a non-yellowing, poly-tone 

waterborne sanding sealer, providing an oil-based look. 

It can be used with any Bona waterborne finish. This 

Greenguard-certified product reduces sidebonding and tannin 

bleed, the company says, adding that it is virtually odorless.

www.bona.com

3 Mercier Wood Flooring Inc. has expanded its 

Generations flooring line, now offering the Eclipse and 

Arabica stains. Eclipse (pictured) is “grey-toned,” resembling 

a light charcoal color; while Arabica is a “pure-brown” stain, 

which enhances a wood’s natural warmth, the company says. 

Other stains in the line are available.

www.mercierwoodflooring.com

QUALITY

comes first

fb
French-Brown

Custom Wood

Floors

1-800-536-4•WOOD
www.frenchbrown.com

Classic Patterns,

Custom Plank,

Domestic & Imported

CHESS FLOORING
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE...!
BRAZILIAN CHERRY • BRAZILIAN TEAK

BRAZILIAN WALNUT • S.MAHOGANY
ROSEWOOD • AND MANY MORE…

SOLID PREFINISHED OR UNFINISHED
3⁄4” or 1⁄2” x 3”- 4”- 5” x random length.

FREE SAMPLES AVAILABLE

Office and Warehouse
630 NW 113 Street
Miami, FL 33168
Tel: 305.757.9400 Fax: 305.751.1302
Free # 1.800.966.3352
WWW.CHESSFLOORING.COM
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4

6

5

4 Loba-Wakol LLC has introduced EasyPrime, a high-solids 

sealer that reduces grain raise and dries within one to two 

hours, the company says. It can be used with Loba’s com-

plete line of residential and commercial wood floor finishes.

www.loba-usa.com

5 Joen Ti Industrial International Co. Ltd. now offers 

Bonito solid wood planks. These prefinished 6-mm-thick 

planks have a 3-mm-thick scratch-resistant wood layer, a mois-

ture-barrier and sound-dampening backing, and a self-adhe-

sive. Bonito is available in oak, ash and bamboo, among other 

species, and it can be laid directly over a number of subfloors, 

including concrete, stone or vinyl tile, porcelain, and wood.

www.easypaste.com 

6 Basic Coatings’s StreetShoe 275 is the company’s new-

est low-VOC water-based finish. It is designed to meet 

LEED regulations and is now available across the United 

States. The product can be applied with a roller, T-bar or 

paint pad. It dries fast, so it can be applied at the end of 

the day and walked on the next day, the company says.

www.basiccoatings.com

Installation

Sand & Finish

Inspector

Sales

Professional recognition

that validates your 

wood flooring skills 

and experience.

NWFACP
Certification

Programs

www.nwfacp.org 
866-418-5408 (USA)

636-728-1922 (international)
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Industry News | Events

24th Annual  NWFA Education Conference 
and 2009 Wood Flooring Expo
April 28-May 1, 2009 « Long Beach, Calif.

This show offers educational sessions, industry-specific 

exhibits, hands-on demonstrations, Wood Floor of the Year 

Awards and networking opportunities.  For more informa-
tion, call 800/422-4556 or visit www.nwfa.org.
    

NAHB National Green Building Conference
May 8-10, 2009 « Dallas

For more information, call 800/368-5242, ext. 8338; e-mail 
registrar@nahb.com or visit www.nahb.com.

Domotex Middle East
May 12-14, 2009 « Dubai, United Arab Emirates

For more information, contact Josine Heinen at 971-4-337-
6072 or josine@messe-me.com, or visit www.domotex-
middle-east.com.

Australian Timber Flooring Association Expo
Sept. 3-5, 2009 « Brisbane, Australia

For more information, call 61-2-9744-5252, e-mail Julie 

McGraw at jmcgraw@gemspl.com.au, or visit www.atfa.

com.au.

Remodeling Show & Education Conference
Oct. 27-30, 2009 « Indianapolis

For more information, call 800/681-6970 or visit www.
theremodelingshow.com.

Greenbuild 2009
Nov. 11-13, 2009 « Phoenix

Greenbuild is the world’s largest conference and expo 

dedicated to green building. For more information, call 

312/541-0567 or visit www.greenbuildexpo.org.

Domotex Hannover
Jan. 16-19, 2010 « Hannover, Germany

For more information, contact Sabine Stiehler at +49-511-

89-31215 or visit www.domotex.de.

Surfaces 2010
Feb. 2-4, 2010 « Las Vegas

Nearly 25,000 people attended this event in 2009. For 

more information on next year’s event, call 972/536-6358 

or visit www.surfaces.com.

For a list of NWFA technical schools, see page 14.

1-800-767-8953
free shipping • free technical services • in stock • save time • save money • save gas

You can also shop online at www. oorstyle.com

®

Serving the hardwood ooring industry 
for more than 25 years

™

O ering name brand products from:

Basic -Bona- Norton - Clarke  
Galaxy - Hummel - Primatech 
Stanley -Crain - Duratool- Bostik  

Now OPEN in 
Baltimore
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For more information contact Bostik’s Customer Service Department 
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Bostik, Inc. 211 Boston Street, Middleton, MA 01949

The Future is Looking Greener

Zero Solvent
Zero VOCs
Moisture Cure Urethane

The Future of Your Hardwood Floors is looking Greener when installed with 
Bostik’s New and Improved TKO® WOOD FLOORING URETHANE ADHESIVE

BOSTIK’S TKO® is a one-part, trowel applied, 
moisture-cure urethane wood fl ooring adhesive that offers:

• Zero Water

• Zero Solvent

• Zero VOC’s as calculated per SCAQMD 1168

• Is Easy to Spread

• Holds a Better Ridge

• Cleans up Easier than other MCU’s

• Contributes to L.E.E.D® Credits

• Contains Blockade™ Antimicrobial Protection
TKO Wood Flooring Adhesive-pantent pending.

Making a Difference One Product at a Time.
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“No single mill
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has meant as much to our company. The results speak  
 

drives itself by listening to their customers, and, more  
importantly, to contractors. This brings the best  
products to market. We can actually point to sales  
we have specifically gotten thanks to the hard work  

Gregg Patterson
T&G Hardwoods—Customer Since ’05

Business is life. Operating from this philosophy your products and your 
relationships take on a different meaning. You understand that it isn’t about 
selfish needs or desires—it is about sustaining a long-term relationship. For 
W D it isn’t just about marketing and words—it’s about reputation, fulfilling 
your promises while standing with your customers all the way down the 
line. That’s what makes it real.

W D is proud to be a FSC Smartwood program certified company.  
It reflects our past, present and future.
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