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Shaw Acquires Zickgraf

Shaw Industries Group Inc. (Dalton, 
Ga.), a subsidiary of Berkshire Hatha-

way, has acquired Zickgraf Hardwood 
Flooring Company (Franklin, N.C.) for an 
undisclosed price. This is the second major 
acquisition by Shaw in the past year, having 
bought Anderson Hardwood Floors (Clin-
ton, S.C) in October 2007.

Zickgraf, a prefinished and unfinished solid 
flooring manufacturer, has been operating 
independently for 55 years. The two com-
panies have collaborated in the past: Since 
December 2007 Shaw has been a distributor 
for Zickgraf products in the mid-Atlantic and 
Midwest. “Zickgraf has excellent capabilities in 
solid wood manufacturing and allows Shaw to 
continue rounding out our product portfolio in 
the hardwood category. Shaw has one of the 
most comprehensive product offerings in the 
wood industry,” said Shaw CEO Vance D. Bell 
in a statement. 

Manufacturer News 
Pacific Blue Hardwood Flooring (Gardena, Calif.) is a new 
manufacturer/importer of exotic wood flooring, with species from 
Australia and Southeast Asia. The company has already added 
Tom Duffy Company (Fairfield, Calif.) as a distributor to the 
Western U.S. and plans to add additional distributors across the 
U.S. and Canada in 2008 and 2009. Currently, Pacific Blue is sell-
ing direct to retailers in California, Arizona, Nevada and British 
Columbia. For more information, contact Roger Van House at 
888/777-7150 or visit www.pacificblueflooring.com. 

Wellmade Floor Coverings (Wilsonville, Ore.) has established a 
fund for the Red Cross Society of China (RCSC) to benefit victims 
of China’s earthquake last May. Donations are accepted by visit-
ing any branch of Wells Fargo Bank and donating to the China 
Earthquake Relief Account; mailing a check or money order to 
the fund; wire transfering directly to the fund (account route 
code #121000248 for domestic, SWIFT code #WFBIUS6S for inter-
national); or by contacting the Wellmade office. Checks should 
be made out to either China Earthquake Relief Account or RCSC. 
For more information, contact Bruce Baxter at 866/582-0848. 

Armstrong World Industries’ (Lancaster, Pa.) won seven Design 
Journal sponsored ADEX awards for its flooring products. Arm-
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Beauty that lasts a lifetime 

     
1-877-339-WOOD (9663)
  www.woodfloorsunlimited.com
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              Flooring & Supplies

One - $15         Three - $40        Six - $80
Add $3.50 per slipcase for P&H. No P.O. boxes please. USA orders only

  Send orders to:

TNC Enterprises Dept. HF, P.O. Box 2475, Warminster, PA 18974

Preserve, protect and organize your 
Hardwood Floors back issues. Slipcases 
are library quality. Constructed with 
heavy bookbinder’s board and covered 
in a rich maroon leatherette material. A 
gold label with the Hardwood Floors
logo is included for personalizing. 
Perfect for the home or office.  

Save Hardwood Floors

Enclose name, address and payment with your order. Add $3.50 
per slipcase for P&H. PA residents add 6% sales tax. You can 
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Credit Card Orders:
Visa, MC, AmEx accepted. 
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To Order Online: www.tncenterprises.net/hf
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Ira J. Bernstein & Associates 
Inc. (St. Louis) now distributes 
Solida Cork & Bamboo (Missis-
sauga, Ontario) products in Kansas, 
Missouri and south Illinois. 

MPS Enterprises (Eau Claire, Wis.) 
has opened. The company special-

by Denver Hardwood Company 
(Denver).  

Gold Coast Flooring Supply 
(Hicksville, N.Y.) has added 4,000 
square feet to its existing showroom 
to create an 8,000-square-foot state-
of-the-art showroom facility. 

strong’s winning designs included 
Platinum for Bruce’s Westchester 
Engineered Hardwood and Silver for 
Armstrong Hardwood’s Global Exotics 
Collection. 

In other company news, the 
Armstrong Foundation awarded 
four-year college scholarships to 
20 graduating high school seniors 
in six states. These scholarship 
winners—all daughters and sons of 
Armstrong employees—will receive 
$2,000 annually for four years. 

Mohawk Industries (Dalton, Ga.) 
has named HGTV personality Chip 
Wade as spokesperson for Mohawk 
flooring brands. Wade is a carpenter 
and home remodeling contractor 
who appears on “Designed to Sell.” 

Mannington Mills (Salem, N.J.) 
has been recognized by the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection for its efforts focusing 
on environmental responsibility. 
Mannington was evaluated on fac-
tors such as programs to reduce 
emissions and greenhouse gases, 
conservation of water and energy, 
and reducing hazardous waste. 

Distributor News
Triton International Woods 
(Tarboro, N.C.) will now distribute 
its solid Australian wormy chest-
nut flooring through Samy Santa 
Flooring Depot (Atlanta) and 
Dynamic Floor Supply (Garner, 
N.C.). The company is seeking 
distributors throughout the U.S. for 
its solid Australian wormy chestnut 
flooring. For more information, con-
tact John Lowe at 252/823-6675 or 
jlowe@tritonwoods.com.

Waterlox Coatings Corp. (Cleve-
land, Ohio) has named Floor 
Style Products (Hastings Mich.) a 
distributor. 

Floor Service Supply Co. (San 
Jose, Calif.) is now a distributor in 
California and Nevada for UFloor 
Systems Inc. (Greensboro, N.C.). 
UFloor is also now being distributed 
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fessional Hardwood (Shelby Township, Mich.) for 
northwest Ohio and Michigan; and Forte Hardwood 
Flooring, a.k.a. G.W. Lumber & Millwork (South 
Burlington, Vt.) for Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and parts of New York 
and Connecticut. 

SeaPort Hardwoods & Flooring (Tualatin, Ore.) held 
a grand opening at its new 30,000-square-foot ware-
house in Clackamas, Ore., on June 20. 

Erickson’s Flooring & Supply (Ferndale, Mich.) held 
its 15th Annual Customer Appreciation Golf Outing on 
June 8. More than 120 customers attended the out-
ing; the players from Christopher Flooring (Shelby 
Township, Mich.) were the winners. Erickson’s also 
held training seminars June 3-5 at its Ferndale, Mich.; 
Kentwood, Mich.; and Indianapolis branches.

Samy Santa Flooring Depot (Atlanta) kicked off its 
distribution of Eukula’s Strato water-based finish and 
Lagler Machines on June 24 at its Atlanta location and 
June 26 at its Charlotte location. This event included 
demonstrations, a barbecue and a raffle for Lagler 
sanders.

izes in providing wood floor distributors nationwide 
with drum recovery, along with parts and supplies. 
Don Raether and Jeff Ojibway, both formerly of 
Revolution Inc., are owner/operators. Raether can be 
reached at 715/514-0451 or e-mailed at hemirampow-
er@yahoo.com.  

Distribution Brothers (Eau Claire, Wis.) is collecting 
new clothes, blankets and cleaning supplies for flood 
victims near Cedar Rapids and Des Moines, Iowa. These 
items can be sent to either of Distribution Brothers’ 
Iowa locations: 10079 Hickman Road, Urbandale, IA 
50322 or 100 30th Street Drive S.E., Cedar Rapids, IA 
52403. For more information, call 800/973-9810. 

Allwood Import LLC (Portland, Ore.) has selected 
Plumly Flooring (Winchester, Va.) as a distributor for 
northern Virginia; Washington, D.C.; and Baltimore. 
Plumly will also provide the facilities for an East Coast 
distribution center for Allwood Floors. For more infor-
mation, call Kevin or Johan at 703/641-0345. 

Robina Wood Floors (Kennesaw, Ga.) has selected 
three new distributors: T & G Hardwood (Roseville, 
Minn.) as a distributor for the upper Midwest; Pro-

Pro-Spec
finishes

www.floorstyle.com


www.woodfloors.org
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Manufacturers
Dri-Eaz Products (Burlington, Wash.) has 
named Tom Rochenski national account 
manager and product specialist for instru-
ments and air movers. He is responsible 
for distributors in the northeastern United 
States. Previously, Rochenski was a distri-
bution manager for GE Sensing. He can be 
reached at 360/333-8507.

The Malish Corp. (Willoughby, Ohio) 
has appointed Fred Lombardi vice president of sales 
and marketing. Most recently, Lombardi was vice presi-
dent of sales of Zenex International for six years. 

Basic Coatings (Toledo, Ohio) has 
named Brad Betz product manager. Betz 
was previously a Basic 
Coatings regional manag-
er. The company has also 
hired four regional sales 
managers: Brett Miller 
covers Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Utah, Colo-
rado and New Mexico; 
Wayne Highlander 
covers California, Oregon 
and Washington; Jim 
Yoder manages Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois 
and Kentucky; and Josh 
Frink covers Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia. 

Mercier Wood Floor-
ing (Montmagny, Que-
bec) has appointed Wade Bondrowski 
sales director, United States. He has 
worked at Mercier for four years and has 
22 years of experience in the hardwood 
flooring industry. 

Premier Flooring Solutions (Anaheim, 
Calif.) has hired Wendi McCluer as a 

sales representative for California. McCluer was previ-
ously in customer service for Premier. 

Clear Lake Living (Spartansburg, Pa.) 
has chosen Eric Gibson as South ter-
ritory manager. Gibson will work with 
independent retailers in Texas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Kansas. He 
can be reached at egibson@clliving.com. 
Meanwhile, sister company Clear Lake 
Lumber (Spartansburg, Pa.) has selected 
Bruce Boulden as national distribution 
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sales manager. He covers all of North 
America. Boulden can be reached at 
bboulden@americanmadeflooring.com. 

Bostik Flooring Group (Middleton, 
Mass.) has appointed Briggs Sanders 
territory manager for Tennessee, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and the 
Florida panhandle. Sanders formerly 
worked as Southwest sales manager for 
Howell Hardwood Flooring. 

Synteko Floor Finishes (Pontiac, Mich.) 
has added three manufacturer representa-
tives to its sales force. George Michaud 
covers eastern Canada and can be reached 
at 514/568-8847; Jim Terral of Terral & 
Associates covers eastern Tennessee and 
Georgia, and can be reached at jrterral3@
att.net or 501/868-7999; and Dennis Patria of D-Pat 
Solutions covers North Carolina and South Carolina, and 
can be contacted at dpatria@aol.com or 910/755-7933. 

Distributors
Joe Dupree Sr., president of Custom Wholesale 
Floors (CWF) (Jacksonville, Fla.), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Wood Pro Inc. (Auburn, Mass.), retired 
on June 27. “Joe has been a fixture at CWF for over 35 
years, and his leadership has put us to the forefront of 
the wood flooring industry. His retirement is a deserved 
reward, and we wish him all the best as he starts his 
new life,” said Wood Pro President/CEO Tony Ben-
venuti. Joe Dupree Jr. has been promoted to COO. 
Dupree Jr. has over 15 years’ experience in various posi-
tions at CWF, including territory manager, branch man-
ager and, most recently, vice president of marketing. 

Merle B. Smith Co. (Burr Ridge, Ill.) has named Andy 
Keil vice president of marketing and sales. 

Philadelphia Floor Store (Conshohocken, Pa.) has ap-
pointed Bob Blevin territory representative for central 
and southern New Jersey, Delaware and the eastern 
shore of Maryland. Blevin has 15 years of experience in 
hardwood flooring, most recently at Floor Style Products 
Inc. in Baltimore. He can be contacted at 856/362-3078 or 
bob.blevin@phillyfloor.com. 

Consultant 
Blue Evolution Limited (Shropshire, England) has hired 
Gary Oldfield as U.K. and Ireland hardwood flooring 
sales manager. Oldfield will be based in the U.K. but will 
travel to Ireland frequently. He has 25 years of experi-
ence in the hardwood flooring industry and is a third-
generation hardwood flooring professional.

Bruce Boulden

Brad Betz

Briggs Sanders

Tom Rochenski

Eric Gibson

Josh Frink

Jim Yoder

Wayne
Highlander

Brett Miller



 Circle 50 Circle 51

Industry News | Products

 August|September 2008 ■ Hardwood Floors 111

2

3
4

1

1 Harco Coatings has added Freedom to its line of finishes. 
Freedom is an odor-free, oil-modified polyurethane available 
in a 350 VOC-compliant formula. 
www.harcocoatings.com

2 DriTac Flooring Products LLC has launched a high-solids 
wood flooring adhesive, DriTac 9100 Contractors Choice. 
This wet-lay adhesive offers professionals a fast-grabbing, 
environmentally friendly adhesive for multi-ply engineered 
plank, acrylic impregnated wood and plain-back parquet.
www.dritac.com

3 Kährs International Inc. has released several new 
designs and finishes, including metallic-inspired accents, for 
its prefinished flooring. The 10-mm-thick line features an 
eco-friendly 2-mm wear layer.
www.kahrs.com

4 Smith & Fong has launched PlybooPure, its urea form-
aldehyde (UF)-free line of Plyboo Products. The line results 
from Smith & Fong’s initiative to transition its plants in 
Taiwan and China to UF-free manufacturing processes.
www.plyboo.com

www.franwoodfloors.com
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CHESS FLOORING
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE...!
BRAZILIAN CHERRY • BRAZILIAN TEAK
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SOLID PREFINISHED OR UNFINISHED
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FREE SAMPLES AVAILABLE
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630 NW 113 Street
Miami, FL 33168
Tel: 305.757.9400 Fax: 305.751.1302
Free # 1.800.966.3352
WWW.CHESSFLOORING.COM
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5 Mercier Wood Flooring now offers its Mercier 
Generations prefinished collection in a matte finish with a 
gloss level of 10 percent. 
www.mercierwoodflooring.com

6 Specialty Construction Brands Inc. has launched 
WoodStrong under the TEC brand of hardwood flooring 
adhesives. This one-part moisture-cure urethane adhesive is 
used for installing glue-down hardwood flooring. 
www.specialtyconstructionbrands.com

7 QEP, a manufacturer of surface preparation tools, has 
unveiled a new kneepad design. The 79630 Comfort Grip 
Lightweight protective kneepads feature a textured slip- and 
mar-resistant face, and form-fitting foam padding to provide 
the user with maximum comfort.  
www.qep.com

8 Baker’s Creek has introduced its line of high-end and 
hard-to-find engineered flooring. This line consists of rich 
tones and divergent textures, and it is available 5 and 7 
inches wide in 3⁄8- and ¾  -inch thicknesses. 
www.bakerscreekfloors.com

5

6

7

8

www.chessflooring.com
www.proknee.com
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International Builders’ Show
January 20-23, 2009 « Las Vegas
For more information, call 202/266-8111 or visit www.
buildersshow.com.

Surfaces 2009
February 3-5, 2009 « Las Vegas
More than 34,540 floor covering professionals attended 
the Surfaces show in Las Vegas in 2008. For more infor-
mation, call 800/547-3477 or visit www.surfaces.com. 

Coverings 2009
April 21-24, 2009 « Chicago
For more information, call 886/285-3691 or 703/683-8500, 
or visit www.coverings.com.

24th Annual  NWFA Education Conference 
and 2009 Wood Flooring Expo
April 29-May 2, 2009 « Long Beach, Calif.
This is the largest hardwood flooring trade show.  For more 
information, call 800/422-4556 or visit www.nwfa.org.
    
For a list of NWFA technical schools, see page 14. 

2008 Australian Timber Flooring Expo
October 9-10 « Melbourne, Australia
ATFE is the only hardwood-flooring-exclusive event held 
in Australia. For more information, call 61-2-9744-5252, 
e-mail jmcgraw@gemspl.com.au or visit www.australian-
timberflooringexpo.com.au. 

The Remodeling Show
October 9-12 « Baltimore
For more information, call 800/681-6970 or visit www.
theremodelingshow.com. 

Greenbuild 2008
November 19-21 « Boston
This conference will feature keynote speaker Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. For more information, call 202/742-3818 
or visit www.greenbuildexpo.org.

Domotex 2009
January 17-20, 2009 « Hannover, Germany
More than 47,000 floor covering professionals are ex-
pected to travel to Hannover. For more information, call 
49-511-89-0 or visit www.domotex.de.
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Aldo Leopold, best known for his 1949 book A Sand County Almanac, is revered 
by environmentalists as a pioneer of the conservation movement. In 1935, Leo-
pold purchased land near Baraboo, Wis., that he used as a family hunting retreat. 

The land was barren, but Leopold worked to restore the site, planting thousands of trees 
before his death in 1948.

The land is now the Leopold Memorial Reserve and home to the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center, a carbon-neutral, 
LEED-Platinum-certified education center completed in April 2007. Integral to the building are seven species of 
FSC-certified wood selectively harvested from the reserve to promote growth of the larger, healthy trees. Much 
of the wood throughout the center would normally be considered scrap and used for pulp, but designers found 
a way to make it both structurally sound and aesthetically pleasing. “Working with the U.S. Forest Service Forest 
Products Lab in Madison, we were able to use these otherwise low-value trees for structural material,” says Craig 
Meier, communications coordinator for the Aldo Leopold Foundation. Small diameter pines were used as round-
wood trusses and structural supports, while red maple was used for ceiling decking and cabinetry. Wood for 
the flooring was also harvested on-site and milled by a small family-owned sawmill in Hancock, Wis. The foyer 
features 5¼  -inch white oak, and the meeting hall has 3¼  -inch black cherry. Both floors were sealed and finished 
with low-VOC finishes.

The wood helped create a visually stunning center while realizing the philosophy Leopold had many years ago: 
to love and respect the land.—C.L.

Back to Nature
Wood sourced on-site highlights conservation center
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Project Details
Location: Aldo Leopold Legacy Center, Baraboo, Wis.

Wood Flooring: White oak, black cherry | Finish: BonaKemi USA
Wood Floor Milling: Samsel’s Ltd. (Hancock, Wis.)

Flooring Installation: Acorn Enterprises (Madison, Wis.)



Wood Floor 

Thanks You!

of the Year Award
Winners

Bostik, Inc. thanks and congratulates all of the Wood Floor 
Nominees and Award Winners for their great successes and for their 
continued use and support of  Bostik Hardwood Products.

Bostik, Inc., 211 Boston Street, Middleton, MA 01949
Toll Free: 1-888-592-8558
Email: Contactus@bostik-us.com

Floor of the Year Awards 08

Universal Floors Inc.(Washington, D.C.)
Best Choice & Best Engineered (non-CNC)
Best Entry/Foyer (CNC)

Floor Man Company, Inc. (Toledo OH)
Best Kitchen/Dining Room (CNC)
Best Bedroom (non-CNC)

Birger Juell Ltd. (Chicago, IL)
Best Commercial/Showroom (non-CNC)

Czar Floors, Inc. (Newtown, PA)
Best Living Room/Family Room (CNC)

Seabaugh Custom Hardwood Floors, Inc.
(Cape Girardeau, Mo)
Best Kitchen/Dining Room(non-CNC)
Best Living Room (non-CNC)

Pasadena Wood Floors (Pasadena, Ca)
Best Restoration (CNC)

NWFA08
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Best Bedroom
Photograph supplied by Rick Wilson, The Floor Man

Best Entry/Foyer
Photograph supplied by Sprigg Lynn, Universal Floors
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legit

When a company lives by it, so do their products and their business 
relationships. It’s what our more than 180 products represent in the 
marketplace and it’s the way we do business.

W•D is proud to be a FSC Smartwood program certifi ed company. 
It refl ects our past, present and future.

Legit.
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